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It is wonderful to see our College campus starting to 
have more parents and visitors. I am sure you will agree, 
it has been difficult to be a real community when all 
we can do is wave at each other from either side of a 
car windscreen. Something comes alive inside us when 
we are able to have a face-to-face conversation. Our 
recent Open Evening was a special event that reminded 
us how powerful it is to have opportunities to engage in 
person with each other.
In our journey as followers of Christ, this is especially 
true in terms of how we relate to God. It must have 
been an incredibly transformative experience for the 
early Christ followers when they began to realise that 
God is not an “out there” distant God who stepped back 
from His creation, but is instead a God who is with us, 
amongst us and in us. As we continue to reflect on the 
significance of the armour of God and the belt of Truth 
that we are urged to put on, I still have to occasionally 
remind myself of the truth of who God is.
I am sure we have all got this wrong in the past and 
thought of God as distant and someone we have to 
work hard to please or who is even angry with us at 

times. But as we read again the words of Jesus as He 
shares the parable of the Prodigal son in Luke 15, we are 
reminded that the truth about God and the way he sees 
us is nothing short of breathtaking. Especially powerful 
are the words that the loving Father says to the older, 
angry brother towards the end of the story, “My son, you 
are always with me, and everything I have is yours.”
When we live from this perspective of the true nature of 
God, everything else falls into place. The knowledge that 
God joyfully embraces us even though we have made 
a mess of things. The revelation that we don’t have to 
slave away in God’s house to earn his favour but instead 
everything He has is ours. If we could only live in the 
knowledge of this truth each and every day, then there 
is no telling what impact this would have on the world 
around us. 
I look forward to many more precious moments 
connecting with each other face to face here on the 
Northside campus as we live out the truth of God’s 
incredible love for each and every one of us.

Grace & Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal
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Diary Dates
Wednesday 31st March
Last day of Term 1

TERM 2

Monday 19th April
Students Return

Wednesday 21st April
Online Parent Forum

Thursday 22nd April
Year 3/4 Sleepover

Tuesday 27th April
Student Free Day

Friday 30th April
Year 8 Resiliency Day

Thursday 6th May
P&F Meeting 
Year 7 Showcase

Friday 7th May
P&F Mother’s Day Stall

Monday 10th - Friday 14th May
*** NAPLAN (SEE PAGE 11) ***

Friday 14th May
Year 1 Breakfast & PJ Day

Friday 21st May
Year 3-12 Athletics Day

Thursday 3rd June
P&F Meeting

2021 Term Dates
Term 1
Friday 29th January -  
Wednesday 31st March

Term 2
Monday 19th April - 
Friday 25th June

Term 3
Wednesday 14th July -  
Thursday 16th September

Term 4
Monday 4th October - 
Tuesday 7th December

CURRICULUM DAY CHILD CARE
Thursday 1st April 2021
Camp Australia is offering full-day care for 
Primary School students onsite at NCC on 
Thursday 1st April (the day after Term 1 finishes).
To book your child in for this service, please visit 
www.campaustralia.com.au or call 1300 105 343.

Announcements

Parents & Friends 
(P&F) Prayer

If anyone would like to be involved 
in prayer for the College or has any 
prayer requests, please contact 
Jenny Masino on 0425 769 829.

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

Staff were blessed with a visit from 
Ms Ellison Cook (Secondary Teacher) 
and her daughter, Norah, today! 
Ellison has been on maternity leave. 
We look forward to her return some 
time during the year.

Welcome Ellison & Norah!

http://www.campaustralia.com.au
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OPEN EVENING

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal
Thank you so much to all our staff, students and 
families for your contribution to the Northside 
Christian College Open Evening on Thursday 11th 
March. It is so special being able to share what we 
love about Northside with the broader community. 
Open Evening provided a great opportunity to 
share about our “inspirational Christian learning 
community”. Well done!

Volunteer Induction and Parent Helper Training
Northside Christian College is most grateful for the support of our parents and volunteers. The College has 
recently developed a Volunteer Induction portal on the College website to assist in facilitating the College’s 
Volunteer Induction and Parent Helper Training. We trust this will provide an opportunity for volunteers to 
complete this training at a time that works conveniently for them. At Northside Christian College, the aim of our 
Volunteer Induction Program is to ensure all volunteers feel supported and valued as they prepare to take on a 
role volunteering at the College. We trust the digital video resources published on this webpage will assist with 
this process. Parents and members of the College community wishing to volunteer during 2021 are requested to 
refer to the webpage below for additional information. Thank you in advance for your willingness to volunteer at 
Northside. https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/volunteer-induction

https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/volunteer-induction
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INSPiRE

We have had quite a focus on developing the 
computational and algorithmic thinking skills of our 
students this term, with 3 competitions on offer through 
INSPiRE which look at practising and strengthening these 
skills.
OzCLO, which is the Australian Computational Linguistics 
Olympiad, “challenges students to develop their own 
strategies in teams of four to solve problems about 
fascinating real languages” (ozclo.org.au). Our team of 
four, Maddie (9), Sarah H (9), Michelle (9) and Andee (10) 
had a lot of fun on Wednesday 3rd March, making their 
way through challenges in finding patterns in Sudanese, 
West African, Indigenous Australian, Irish and Sac and 
Fox languages.

FOUNDER TIMES ~ GET INVOLVED!

In Weeks 8 and 9 of this term, a range of students 
participated in the Computational and Algorithmic 
Thinking (CAT) challenge through the Australian 
Mathematics Trust, as well as the Bebras challenge 
through CSIRO Digital Careers. Both of these competitions 
aim to develop thinking skills in students which are 
useful in careers related to computing and informatics. 
Many thanks go to our INSPiRE Maths teachers, Mrs Wang 
and Mrs Metcalfe, for organising this year’s competitions.
If you’re interested in finding out why students enjoy 
these challenges so much, why not head to CSIRO and 
OzCLO and have a go yourself - it’s actually surprising 
how much fun you can have! 
https://www.ozclo.org.au
https://digitalcareers.csiro.au/en/Bebras/About-Bebras

— articles, poetry, photography, art pieces, and 
short stories, just to name a few. Simply fill out a 
Submission Application form and email your work to  
foundertimes@student.ncc.vic.edu.au.
Those who are interested in being a committee 
member should fill out the Member Application form.
Forms are available at College Reception.

Share your talents and creativity 
in Founder Times!
Founder Times is returning for 

2021 with the first edition planned 
on the College’s theme STAND! Anyone interested in 
an outlet for their creative projects and/or working 
collaboratively is welcome.
If you would like to work together with like-minded 
peers and learn the skills involved with publishing 
an edition, you might want to join the committee as 
a member. Simply come to the Wednesday lunch 
meetings in the Reading Room (Middle School library) 
where we will coordinate and work together to bring 
the edition to life. This publication is a great opportunity 
to ignite your creative juices, as members can take 
part in everything from editing to layout design.
If you’re not interested in joining the committee but 
would still like to submit work, you are welcome to 
do so. We accept creative mediums of all forms 

Developing our Students’ Computational and Algorithmic Thinking Skills
Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) Coordinator

https://www.ozclo.org.au/ 
https://digitalcareers.csiro.au/en/Bebras/About-Bebras
mailto:foundertimes%40student.ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Evpression%20of%20Interest
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Mr Patrick Devine, Music Teacher
In Week 6 of this term, thanks to the excellent work 
of our Property Manager, Mr Stephen Nelson, we were 
able to have our new piece of playground equipment 
delivered, set-up, and made ready for students to make 
music during recess and lunchtime.
There is a certificate on the side that has information 
about the piano’s history and also a list of ‘guidelines’ for 
students to follow when enjoying the piano.
I look forward to hearing our students (and staff!) playing 
music and praising God out in the sunshine.
Thanks once again to Ms Christie Vaughn for getting this 
project rolling! Thanks, also, to our resident school pianist 
Victor, who gave it a good test run on installation day. 
He even approves of the tuning!

OUR NEW (OLD) PIANO!

When using this piano make sure you:
- Encourage and include others

- Do not eat or drink while playing
- Don’t hit the piano

- Do not climb on or try to push the piano
- Give everyone a fair go

- Make beautiful music!

Ms Christie Vaughn, Primary Teacher
Every morning this term, the Primary Student 
Leaders have welcomed students to the College. 
This has encouraged new relationships to be built 
and friendships to flourish. We are very proud of 
the way all of our Primary Leaders have diligently 
served the College Community on a daily basis. 

Mr Pat Devine & Mr Andry Horneman, Music 
Department
We are excited to be rehearsing together for our 
Year 6 Concert Band program once more! We would 
like to encourage all our students in music to keep 
up their practice at home - you’re sounding great 
together as a band.

Practicing with the Band Our Student Leaders
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WE SAY NO TO BULLYING!

CHAPPY CHAT

Mr Jared Stocks, Chaplain
Sunday 21st of March was Harmony Day. At Northside 
Christian College, we celebrated this special day on 
Friday 19th March, and students were encouraged to 
wear orange or come dressed in their cultural clothing. I 
spoke with the Year 10 - 12 students on the importance 
of “harmony”. I shared that the word harmony has a few 
definitions; here’s just a couple:

 ~ an orderly or pleasing combination of elements in a  
 whole, or

 ~ a relationship in which various components exist   
 together without destroying one another.
I used the latter as my focus for Senior Chapel. It can 
be a challenge maintaining a sense of harmony during 
the difficult years of Senior School, trying to balance the 
academic expectations of teachers, parents, peers and 
self with their need to be a teen, to socialise, to maintain 
relationships, to attend sports training, to be a good 
employee and/or to serve at Church. I also referenced 
that during this time, teens are not always easy to get 
along with, and maintaining harmony at home with their 
families can also be challenging. 
I shared a few key verses with the students, from Romans 
12, particularly verse 16, which says, “Live in harmony 
with one another.” The Greek word interpreted here as 
‘harmony’ means ‘same attitude towards one another’. 
To truly live in harmony requires an act of laying down 
our own agenda and meeting someone where they’re 
at. The onus is on us to attempt to be harmonious with 

others.
While preparing the Primary Chapel I came across 
Romans 15:19, “Let us therefore make every effort to do 
what leads to peace and to mutual edification.” The ESV 
version says mutual “uplifting.” I believe that, firstly, we 
should always aim to live peacefully with those around 
us, celebrating our similarities as well as our differences 
but, secondly, we should live in such a way with our 
fellow believers that we edify them / uplift them and 
encourage them in their journeys. 
Just like a chord has several notes that, when played 
together, harmonise, we too can be a chord, each playing 
his or her note and harmonising together as one. 

Friday 19th March was the National Day of Action 
Against Bullying and Violence, a nationwide 
movement to take a stand against bullying. The 
theme for 2021 was ‘Take Action Together’, the 
aim being to elevate student voice and empower 
young Australians to join the national conversation. 
Students are at the heart of the NDA and are a big 
part of the solution to prevent bullying.
At Northside Christian College, students, teachers 
and families say, ‘Bullying. No way!’
#NDA2021 #BullyingNoWay #TakeActionNow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5q9zekkt48

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5q9zekkt48
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Ms Liz Tsiros, Office Manager
As of Term 2, Monday 19th April, there will be two Winter 
Uniform options available for Secondary School Girls 
with the introduction of pinstripe slacks and a white 
blouse, which will be added to the current Girl’s Winter 
Uniform range. 
These chages allow the following options for Years 7 to 
Year 12 girls:

The items have now been added to the Academy 
Uniform website. Current prices: Slacks $65 (sizes: 8-24), 
Blouse $29 (sizes: 8-24)
During Terms 2 and 3, 2021, the Year 12 Girls (only) will be 
permitted to continue to wear plain black straight leg 
slacks as an alternative uniform item.
At this time, there are no changes to the Secondary 
School Boys Uniform, but we would like to remind 
families that the boys dark grey trousers can be worn 
all year round.

Visit Academy Uniforms online at: 
https://academyuniforms.com.au/
Select your school: Northside Christian College
Or at their Thomastown store:
238 Wolseley Place, Thomastown VIC 3074 
Opening Hours: Mon – Fri 9am -5pm, Saturday 9am-12pm

In Term 4, 2021, we will introduce additional Summer 
Uniform options for girls, including a short-sleeve blouse 
with black piping and College logo, which can be worn 
with the pinstripe slacks. We are also investigating 
pinstripe long-leg shorts to complement the Summer 
Uniform range. More details will follow in Term 3 
regarding the roll out of these additional options.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact the College on 03 9467 2499

UNIFORM UPDATES

Second Hand Uniforms
College families have the opportunity to sell their second 
hand uniforms directly to other families via the Facebook 

group  
NCC Second Hand Uniforms and Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell.  
Please ensure you read the group rules; only NCC uniforms 

and textbooks may be sold in this group. NCC provides 
the platform for the sale of second hand NCC uniforms 

and textbooks, but these sales and purchases are directly 
between families, not with NCC.

Transition to Winter Uniform
During Term 2, there will be a uniform changeover 
period during the first two weeks of the term. 
Parents are asked to use their discretion as to which 
uniform is the most suitable for their child to wear 
between Monday 19th April and Friday 30th April. 
As of Monday 3rd May, all students will be required 
to wear the full Winter uniform. Secondary School 
students are reminded that they need to wear their 
blazer to and from school every day.

New options launched for Secondary Girls!

Option 1: Tartan Skirt, White Unisex Shirt, Tartan Tie, 
Jumper and Blazer.

Option 2: Pinstripe Slacks (new), White Blouse (new), 
Tartan Tie, Jumper and Blazer.

https://academyuniforms.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
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SECONDARY SCHOOLSnapshots

Preparing for the Year 9  
Coastal Challenge

Secondary CSEN  
Swimming Team

VCE Unit 3 Biology Class

Angus, Year 6 
Wednesday 9th March was the Primary CSEN Swimming 
Competition.  The sun was out for most of the day, 
which was good because we were swimming in an 
outside pool. The team did well in their races with some 
students winning medals.  There were a few exciting 
close finishes and lots of cheering for each other. I think 
we were the loudest! Congratulations to every student 
who participated and ‘Go NCC!!!’

PRIMARY CHAMPIONS OF THE POOL

Medal Winners
Mikha (U11): Freestyle 50m - 1st place

Backstroke 50m - 1st place
Palah (U9): Breatstroke 50m - 2nd place
Angus (U12): Freestyle 100m - 2nd place

Backstroke 50m - 2nd place
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Inclusive Education
Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal 
Inclusive education is the process of providing an 
educational program that meets the needs of all 
students. 
Northside Christian College recognises the importance 
of improving the learning outcomes of all students by 
acknowledging their diverse needs and catering to these 
as appropriate. A key element of this commitment is an 
emphasis on improving learning outcomes for students 
with additional learning needs and learning disabilities 
as well as gifts and talents. 

Individual Learning Plans and Individual 
Learning Needs Profiles
During Term 1, Individual Learning Needs Profiles have 
been developed for a range of students in consultation 
with students and/or parents and guardians. The profiles 
highlight areas of strength and interest and document 
a range of strategies to support students with their 
learning and wellbeing. The student profiles assist the 
process of identifying the specific needs of students 
who require adjustments to their learning program 
and help school staff meet their responsibilities under 
the Disability Standards for Education. The College 
welcomes the opportunity to consult and collaborate 
with parents, psychologists, speech therapists and other 
health care professionals to assist students in accessing 
and participating in our education programs. 

Student Support Groups 
Staff at Northside Christian College work with families 
to ensure that effective planning occurs for all students 
with additional needs, and particularly for students with 
disabilities. A Student Support Group (SSG) meeting 
provides an opportunity to exchange information 
concerning the student and the learning process. An 
SSG is effective for planning and evaluating a student’s 
program, particularly for students who require ongoing 
monitoring and support. The SSGs ensures that parents, 

teachers and members of the Learning Support Team 
work together to establish learning goals for the 
educational future of the student. The College recognises 
the importance of consulting with students and parents 
when developing strategies and adjustments, and 
has valued the opportunity to complete many SSG 
meetings during Term 1.

Special Provision 
The College also supports Senior School students 
through the provision of Special Provision as outlined 
by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(VCAA) in their Special Provision Policy and the VCE 
and VCAL Administrative Handbook. The underlying 
principle of the VCAA Special Provision policy is to 
ensure that the most appropriate, fair and reasonable 
options are available for students to demonstrate their 
capabilities if their learning and assessment programs 
are affected by disability, illness, impairment or other 
circumstances. Individual students may need special 
provision in their learning program to achieve the 
learning outcomes, and in assessment to demonstrate 
their learning and achievement. The College supports 
students by ensuring appropriate provisions are 
documented and implemented to support their 
learning. The College supports students in completing 
applications for special examination arrangements and 
emergency special examination arrangements. 

Learning Support Assistants
The College has hired Learning Support Assistants (LSA) 
who work with students and staff across all year levels at 
Northside Christian College. Our LSAs work closely with 
key staff and with classroom teachers in implementing 
relevant individual education programs with a focus 
on maintaining an inclusive learning environment for 
all students. The LSAs work with students individually, 
in the classroom, or in small groups. Expected learning 
outcomes include an improvement in student 
academic performance and self-confidence in literacy 
and numeracy. Outcomes are monitored closely by the 
Directors of Learning.  
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Michael Bond, Deputy Principal
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2021 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students 
will be held on Tuesday 11th May, Wednesday 12th May 
and Thursday 13th May 2021. NAPLAN tests assess 
student knowledge and skills in writing, reading, language 
conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
numeracy.
The results of the tests provide information for students, 
parents, teachers and principals which can be used to 
improve student achievement.
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN 
tests. During test week, catch-up tests will be available 
for individual students who are absent on test days. 
These students may undertake catch-up tests on the 
days in the test week after the scheduled test, up to 
and including Friday, 14th May 2021.
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if 
the student regularly uses similar support for classroom 
assessment tasks. Large print, braille, electronic and 
black and white versions of the tests are available for 
students that require them. Exemptions may be granted 
to students with significant intellectual disabilities and 
to students who have been learning English for less than 
one year.
If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an 
exemption, you should discuss this with his/her teacher 
prior to the tests. Parental consent is required before 
any support due to disability or exemption is granted.
Students may be withdrawn from the NAPLAN by their 
parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by 
parents and carers in consultation with Mrs Serene Eng in 

the Primary School and Mr Michael Bond in the Secondary 
School. If, after consultation, you decide to withdraw 
your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form. 
These forms are available at the College in Term 2. 
Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal 
NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s 
particular skills in reading, writing, language conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. 
The report will also show how your child performed in 
relation to national minimum standards. These describe 
the minimum acceptable standards for students across 
Australia.
For more information about the tests, please visit the 
VCAA website at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAPLAN 
website at www.nap.edu.au.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the College on 03 9467 2499.

WHAT IS NAPLAN?

Students at School Before and After Hours 
Please be reminded that students should not be on 
the College grounds (unless in Camp Australia) prior 
to 8.15 am or after 3.30 pm. We do understand that 
the school grounds are a great way for families to 
connect outside of school hours, but respectfully 
request that all families actively supervise and are 
aware of their children’s whereabouts during this 
time. Thank you in advance for your support and 
assistance. 

Collection Notice  for Parents/Guardians: 
2021 Student Residential Address and 

Other Information 
The link below provides information to families 
regarding the College’s requirement to provide 
residential address and other information as 
required under the Australian Education Regulation 
2013 (Cth).
https://schools.education.
gov.au/schoolshub/help/
files/AC.Collection.Notice.
Parent.Guardian.07.02.2020.
pdf

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
http://www.nap.edu.au
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