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No sooner had we started a new term together, we 
have been once again plunged into a lockdown. At the 
time of writing, it is uncertain as to how long we will be 
going through remote learning but it is a way of life that 
we have become very accustomed to over the past 
18 months. Uncertainty is not something that anyone 
enjoys and that’s why it is so good that we have 
certainty in Christ. His love for us never changes and it 
doesn’t depend on data and case numbers. 
As we continue to explore our theme for 2021 – STAND 
– we come to the Shield of Faith. When it comes to 
shields, we could be forgiven for imagining something 
that Marvel’s Captain America might carry. But the 
shield that the Apostle Paul would have been thinking 
of when he wrote this letter to the Ephesians would 
be much bigger. In fact, the shields that Roman soldiers 
carried were almost as big as a modern door. These 
shields would be something that would protect and 
defend a soldier’s whole body. Soldiers would often 
bring their shields together to form a strong defensive 
wall and even a barrier to protect them from above 
from flaming arrows. As with the other items of armour 

that Paul describes in this passage, the shield of faith 
is ultimately Jesus himself. It is not something that 
depends on our own strength or skill. When we take up 
the shield of faith, we are making a conscious decision 
to trust in Jesus, to hold on to Jesus and to rely on him 
to protect us from what may come at us. As followers 
of Christ we are not immune to struggles, whether 
this be our own doubts or uncertainties. It could be 
setbacks that have discouraged us or even worries we 
may have about the future. Jesus, our shield of faith, is 
always there. We just need to pick up that shield. When 
we cast our burdens on the Lord (Psalm 55:22) we are 
in effect picking up that shield. 
As a college community, when we all pick up our 
shields together, we create a powerful defensive 
barrier that none of satan’s attacks can get through and 
ultimately we can STAND firm through anything that 
might come against us. Let us remind each other to do 
just that as we continue to love God and love others 
each day.

Grace & Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal

Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; 
he will never let the righteous be shaken.

Psalm 55:22

Remote Learning 
Challenge:

Make an Olympic 
Torch
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Diary Dates
Friday 23rd July
Girls in Physics Day RESCHEDULED
Primary Mini Olympics 
POSTPONED

Monday 26th - Tuesday 27th July
BOOST Year 10 Camp POSTPONED

Tuesday 27th July
2022 Year 7 Information Night 
RESCHEDULED

Friday 30th Saturday 31st July
Year 2 Sleepover & Breakfast

Thursday 5th August
100 Days of Prep
Parents and Friends Meeting

Thursday 5th - Saturday 7th 
August
Year 9 Community Challenge

Friday 6th August
Year 7 2022 Applications Close
School Principals’ Day

Thursday 12th August:
Prep – Year 9 Parent Student 
Teacher Interviews (PSTI)

Monday 16th-Friday 20th August
Science Week

Tuesday 17th August:
Prep – Year 9 Parent Student 
Teacher Interviews (PSTI

2021 Term Dates
Term 3
Wednesday 14th July -  
Thursday 16th September

Term 4
Monday 4th October - 
Tuesday 7th December

Parents & Friends Prayer
If anyone would like to be involved 
in prayer for the College or has  
any prayer requests, please contact  
Jenny Masino on 0425 769 829.

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

MEDIA RELEASE PERMISSION FORMS
Thank you to those who have already returned their Media Release 
Permission forms.
These forms were due back to the College last term. It is important that 
we have signed permission from parents in order to be able to include 
photos and videos of students in College publications, including the annual 
yearbook. A new form has been released this year, which allows families 
to select the publications and media in which they choose to allow their 
child to appear.
Copies of the Media Release Permission form can be obtained from the 
College Reception or by emailing newsletter@ncc.vic.edu.au. Please 
complete this form and return it to the College Reception  or the email 
above as soon as possible to avoid your child missing out on inclusion in 
the 2021 Yearbook

BOOK WEEK 2021
Restrictions permitting, we are planning to hold our annual Book Week 
Dress Up Day parade on Friday 27th August. How the parade will be held 
is yet to be determined,  but now would be a great time to start thinking 
about a book character that you would like to dress up as, and put a 
costume together.
More details will follow as we approach the date.

2021 Term 2, Issue 5

mailto:newsletter%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Media%20Release%20Permission%20Form
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Mrs Anna Venegas, PE Coordinator
The Year 1 and 2 students had a blast ending Term 2 
with two sessions at PIT Gymnastics! Due to the recent 
lockdown and restrictions, we were only able to attend 
two out of the four planned sessions. Despite this, the 
students made use of the opportunity to stay active 
and have fun at the same time!

“I love PIT Gym because it was super fun and we got 
to do stuff like front roll and trampoline and stuff like 
that. So I don’t just like PIT Gym, I LOVE it.” (Josh)

“I am sad because we are not coming back here 
forever.” (Caleb)

“I am happy because I could choose anything to 
start with that our teacher showed us. So fun!” (Eva)

“I love PIT Gym because we get to do fun things 
there!” (Emelia)

“It was so amazing because I loved the rope.” 
(Reuben)

GYMNASTICS FUN
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At the end of Term 2, we farewelled Year 2 teacher Jess 
Leed, who is embarking on an exciting adventure for the 
next year!
Jess was recently offered a position as a Fourth 
Grade Teacher and Dance Company Director at 
Christ Presbyterian Academy in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Additionally, as a writer herself, Jess has been blessed 
with the opportunity to be hosted by and learn from 
her lifelong inspiration and New York Times bestselling 
Christian author, Karen Kingsbury!
We wish Jess all the best for the next year and look 
forward to hearing all about her adventures!

JET-SETTING JESS!

Northside Christian College  
Privacy Policy

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal  
Northside Christian College became an Information 
Sharing Entity during April 2021. The Child Information 
sharing Scheme and the Family Violence Information 
Sharing Scheme (the Information Sharing Schemes) 
provide authorised organisations, including 
Victorian schools, with an expanded ability to 
share confidential information with other authorised 
services to promote the wellbeing or safety of 
children or to assess or manage family violence risk. 
Further information about these reforms can be 
found online:
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-information-sharing-
schemes-and-risk-management-framework

Please be advised that Northside Christian College 
has updated our Privacy Policy in response to 
becoming an Information Sharing Entity. The updated 
Privacy Policy can be found on our website: 
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/pdf/NO-16-Privacy-
Policy.pdf

Despite the challenges faced this year, 1961 books have 
been read across the Primary School so far, and a handful 
of students have read enough books to complete the 
Premiers Reading Challenge. Well done!
If you have a little time to spare, I encourage you to read 
a book you already have at home, or find one online, and 
add that title to your PRC record.
If you have any queries about the Challenge, please feel 
free to contact Mrs Marsh at cmarsh@ncc.vic.edu.au or 
Miss Skerry at rskerry@ncc.vic.edu.au 

https://www.vic.gov.au/about-information-sharing-schemes-and-risk-management-framework
https://www.vic.gov.au/about-information-sharing-schemes-and-risk-management-framework
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/pdf/NO-16-Privacy-Policy.pdf
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/pdf/NO-16-Privacy-Policy.pdf
mailto:cmarsh%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Premier%27s%20Reading%20Challenge
mailto:rskerry%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Premier%27s%20Reading%20Challenge
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INSPiRE ~ Write a Book in a Day
Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) 
Coordinator 
This is our 6th year of hosting Write a Book in a Day 
(WABIAD) at Northside, and over that time, we have 
seen a steady annual increase in the number of teams 
registered and the amount of money our students 
have been able to raise for the important work of the 
Kids’ Cancer Project. Students get together in teams of  
5 students to write, illustrate, edit and publish  
a children’s story of 2,000 - 6,000 words in a 12 hour 
period, and these books are distributed to children in 
hospital cancer wards around Australia
WABIAD will hopefully (COVID-dependent!) be running 
on Tuesday 31st August this year. This year we have a 
whopping 8 teams registered and so far our students 
have managed to raise over $1500 for the Kids’ Cancer 
Project! 

If you’re keen to sponsor our students, please head to: 
https://writeabookinaday.com/sponsor-a-student/ 
and type ‘Northside Christian College’ into the search 
bar. You can find teams/students and sponsor them 
individually from there. All donations have to be finalised 
by 31st August, which is our book writing day.
Thanks for your support and encouragement of our 
students as they seek to use their creative abilities to 
bless our wider community and to work together to 
produce something they can be proud of! For more 
information about this competition and the Kids’ Cancer 
Project, go to writeabookinaday.com.

Remote Learning Information
For more information about on-site and remote learning, please 
refer to the online resources below. 

Short Term Remote Learning Guide 
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/short-term-remote-learning-
preparations

College Response to the Coronavirus
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/college-response-to-the-coronavirus

https://writeabookinaday.com/sponsor-a-student/ 
http://writeabookinaday.com
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/short-term-remote-learning-preparations
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/short-term-remote-learning-preparations
https://www.ncc.vic.edu.au/college-response-to-the-coronavirus
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Ms Olivia Natoli, Prep Teacher
In Friendzy we are learning that TEAMWORK MAKES THE 
DREAM WORK!
The Preps are so good at working together, they really 
make a great TEAM!

GOAL:
To love God and love others.

To use my gifts to serve those around 
me.

Mark 12:30-31

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength. ... Love 
your neighbour as yourself’. There is no 

commandment greater than these.

1 Peter 4:10

God has given each of you a gift from His 
great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well 

to serve one another.

PREP TEAMWORK

Middle School Request for Art Supplies
The Art Room is in need of old newspapers and cardboard tubes (not toilet rolls). 

If you have any of these items to donate, please drop them at Reception or give to Ms Westland.



2021 Term 3 Issue 1

8

Mr Jared Stocks, Chaplain
As I began to think about the 

Chappy Chat this time around, 
I began asking the Lord, “What 
do you want me to write this 
time?” Then we got the news that 

we woul be going into lockdown 
5.0. My prayer quickly changed to, 

“Lord, what do they need to hear right 
now?” 
As I sat at my computer and scanned through the 
previous articles I had written, checked my Bible app 
to see what I’d been reading lately, and began to recall 
some of what God’s been speaking to me about over 
the last little while. so much went through my head - but 
my mind screeched to a stop when I heard the words,  
“I Am Faithful.”
I love to share about the Lord’s faithfulness in my 
own life: His presence during the lowest moments, His 
provision when desperation had taken hold, His healing 
when sickness and unhealthy thoughts overwhelmed 
me. I’m sure that you, too, if you allowed yourself a 
few minutes, would have a flood of similar memories 
envelope your soul.
Psalm 117 says:

Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you 
peoples.  For great is His love toward us, and the 

faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 
LORD.

We may be in lockdown, but the truth remains the truth: 
“He is Faithful.” In fact the Bible says He is the “faithful and 
true.” (Revelation 19:11). 
Whilst preparing this article, I listened to a song 
that Mr John Longley had sent the staff for morning 
devotions. The song is called Psalm 23, and is written 
by Joshua Sherman and Steven Musso, performed 
by the collective group ‘People & Songs.’ (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OlMGnPUAdw&ab_
channel=People%26Songs)
The lyrics say:

“Hallelijah, I am not alone,
He’s my comfort, 

Always holds me close.”
I pray today that, no matter what we face, we would 
know that He is faithful and we are never alone. We 
can trust Him and hold on to Him no matter what is 
happening in the world around us. 

GOD BLESS,
Jared

CHAPPY CHAT – HE IS FAITHFUL

Public Exposure Sites
We advise the College community to continue 
monitoring the public exposure sites in Victoria, which 
are published online at: https://www.coronavirus.vic.
gov.au/exposure-sites.

Face masks for Secondary School Students 
School staff, visitors, and Scondary School students aged 
12 or older must wear a face mask at school (indoors 
and outdoors) unless they have an exemption. The 
same exemptions to the wearing of face masks apply 
in schools as when people are out in the community. 
This includes students who are over the age of 12 and 
are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of 
their disability. This also includes students or staff who 
have a medical condition, such as problems with their 
breathing, a serious skin condition on the face, a disability 

or a mental health condition.
Individuals aged 12 years and over must continue to 
wear a face mask when on public transport, school 
buses and when in taxis or ride share vehicles, unless 
they have a lawful exemption. Please note this includes 
charter buses and rented busses for interschool sport, 
etc.

COVID REMINDERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OlMGnPUAdw&ab_channel=People%26Songs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OlMGnPUAdw&ab_channel=People%26Songs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OlMGnPUAdw&ab_channel=People%26Songs
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/exposure-sites
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Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal 
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the 
Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process 
requires schools to identify information already available 
in the school about supports provided to students with 
disability. These relate to legislative requirements under 
the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability 
Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD 
guidelines. 
Information provided about students to the Australian 
Government for the NCCD includes:

 ~ year of schooling
 ~ category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or 

social/emotional
 ~ level of adjustment provided: support provided 

within quality differentiated teaching practice, 
supplementary, substantial or extensive.
This information assists schools to:

 ~ formally recognise the supports and adjustments 
provided to students with disability in schools 

 ~ consider how they can strengthen the support of 
students with disability in schools

 ~ develop shared practices so that they can review 
their learning programs in order to improve educational 
outcomes for students with disability.
The NCCD provides state and federal governments 
with the information they need to plan more broadly 

for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and 
your child will not be involved in any testing process. 
Northside Christian College will provide data to the 
Australian Government in such a way that no individual 
student will be able to be identified – the privacy and 
confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information 
is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, 
storage and disclosure of personal information. To find 
out more about these matters, please refer to the 
Australian Government’s Privacy Policy: https://www.
dese.gov.au/swd/resources/nationally-consistent-
collection-data-school-students-disability-public-
information-notice.
Further information about the NCCD can be found on 
the NCCD website https://www.nccd.edu.au.
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please 
contact the College. 

DATA COLLECTION

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal
The GAT is a 3 hour test of a student’s general knowledge 
in written communication, mathematics, science and 
technology, humanities, the arts and social sciences. 
It is a general knowledge test used by the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) to verify 
school-based marks. All Northside Christian College 
students enrolled in a VCE unit 3/4 sequence or or a 
VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences must sit the GAT on 
Thursday 29th July 2021. Background information about 
the GAT is available in the GAT brochure, which has been 
distributed to students. 
Students are required to observe VCAA rules for the 
conduct of VCE external assessments conducted by 
or on behalf of the VCAA, as well as the day-to-day 
rules of Northside Christian College. VCAA rules for the 
conduct of VCE external assessments, including the GAT 

are available online: 
https://www.vcaa.vic .edu.au/assessment/vce-
assessment/Pages/ExaminationRules.aspx.
For additional information, please refer to:
https://www.vcaa.vic .edu.au/assessment/vce-
assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/index.
aspx

WHAT IS THE GAT?

https://www.dese.gov.au/swd/resources/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disabili
https://www.dese.gov.au/swd/resources/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disabili
https://www.dese.gov.au/swd/resources/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disabili
https://www.dese.gov.au/swd/resources/nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disabili
https://www.nccd.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/Pages/ExaminationRules.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/Pages/ExaminationRules.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/index.aspx
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SENIOR SCHOOL RESOURCES
Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal
A number of resources have been published in 
preparation for the 2022 academic school year. The 
2022 Subject Selection Handbook, 2022 VCE Student 
Policy Handbook and the VCAL Policy Handbook have 
been distributed to students to assist with subject 
selection and pathway planning in preparation for next 
year. 

Subject Selection Handbook
The purpose of the 
Subject Selection 
Handbook is to provide 
a resource for students 
and parents / guardians 
to assist them with the 
selection of subjects 
for Years 11 and 12 
and likewise to assist 
Year 10 students and 
parents / guardians 
with subject selection 
around acceleration into 
the VCE. At Northside 
Christian College, we 
believe that the process of subject selection needs to 
incorporate careful planning, evaluation and reflection, 
as well as accommodating individual interests and 
abilities. 
Students are encouraged to choose subjects with 
a clear understanding of the requirements and 
recommendations for potential future study and work. 
It is advisable that students select subjects that suit 
their interests, develop their talents and skills, build on 
their strengths and enable them to pursue their goals 
and aspirations. 
A copy of this resource is available on Schoology in the 
Careers and Pathways Information course.

VCE Student Policy Handbook
The VCE Student Policy 
Handbook provides 
helpful advice for 
Northside Christian 
College Victorian 
Certificate of Education 
(VCE) students and 
parents. It will provide 
our College community 
with invaluable 
information as students 
proceed through the 
VCE. This handbook 
provides policies related 
to the VCE at Northside 
Christian College. These policies outline the requirements 
that students must adhere to in order for the VCE to 
be awarded. Further clarification and explanation is 
available on the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) website or by appointment with the 
Head of Secondary School, Mr Michael Bond. 
A copy of this resource is available on Schoology in the 
Careers and Pathways Information course.

VCAL Policy Handbook
The VCAL Policy 
Handbook provides 
information for VCAL 
students and their 
parents. It covers Senior 
School policies and 
important information 
about VCAL studies 
at Northside Christian 
College. VCAL students 
are encouraged to 
read this document in 
conjunction with the VCE 
Policy Handbook and 
the Subject Selection 
Handbook. VCAL is administered by the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). Further 
clarification and explanation is available on the VCAA 
website or by appointment with the VCAL Coordinator, 
Mr James Eynaud.
A copy of this resource is available on Schoology in the 
Careers and Pathways Information course.
Students are reminded that subject selection forms 
were due back at the Senior School Administration 
Office by Thursday, 24th June 2021.
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Ms Tina Montero, Enrolments Officer

Prep 2023
Norhside is currently accepting applications for Prep 
2023. Families that have children due to commence 
Prep in 2023 are encouraged to submit their enrolment 
applications this year. Enrolment applications are 
available at the College Reception and via our website..

Prep 2022
Applications for Prep 2022 have now closed and places 
have been filled. If any existing family has not submitted 
a Prep 2022 application, please contact the Enrolments 
Officer at enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au. As Prep 2022 places have 
now been filled, existing families cannot be guaranteed 
a place for Prep next year.

Students on Visas
If your child’s VISA status has changed in the last  
12 months, please provide a copy of their new VISA  
to our Reception team, in person or by email to  
enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au.

Term 2 Enrolment Update

Winter Uniform
All students are required to wear the full Winter 
uniform during Terms 2 & 3. Secondary School students 
are reminded that they need to wear their blazer to 
and from school every day.
Secondary girls now have two Winter uniform  options:
Option 1: College skirt (knee length), white long-sleeved 
shirt, College tie, College blazer, black College jumper, 
black tights or black knee high socks, black leather lace 
up school shoes. Black bike shorts, no longer than the 
length of the dress, to be worn for extra warmth and 
modesty.
Option 2: College pinstripe slacks, white long-sleeved 
blouse, College tie, College blazer, black College 
jumper, black socks, black leather lace-up school 
shoes.

Second Hand Uniforms
College families have the opportunity to sell their second hand 

uniforms directly to other families via the Facebook group  
NCC Second Hand Uniforms and Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell.  
Please ensure you read the group rules; only NCC uniforms 

and textbooks may be sold in this group. NCC provides 
the platform for the sale of second hand NCC uniforms 

and textbooks, but these sales and purchases are directly 
between families, not with NCC.

mailto:enrol%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Student%20VISA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
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