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Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart.

Psalm 37:4
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We are entering the final few days of the year. This is a 
time of year when we begin to take stock of what we 
have learned and enjoy some times of celebration as 
we hold various events such as graduation ceremonies 
and end of year celebration activities. It is also a time 
in which the leadership of the College are usually very 
busy finalising key aspects of the year that lies ahead of 
us in 2022. The years come and go and we experience 
a continuing cycle of beginnings and endings. We bid 
farewell to some staff and students and welcome new 
families and staff. 
In a way, a season at Northside is coming to an end with 
some significant changes ahead of us. In just a week or 
two, I will be bidding farewell to NCC to make way for 
a new Principal, Mr Michael Bond, to lead the College 
forward into this new season. I expect next year to be 
significantly different to the last 2 years as we move 
into a new phase of the pandemic in Australia. We will 
still have a degree of uncertainty as the College heads 
into new territory but I believe there are very exciting 

times ahead.
I have been so blessed over these last 4 years to work 
with an incredibly dedicated and gifted team of staff. 
I have been equally impacted by all the Northside 
families – over 300 of them - that make up our 
community. Every interaction I have experienced with 
students and parents has made a difference in my life 
and changed me for the better.
Our College mission to transform lives through Christ 
and the Wonder of Learning has indeed happened 
for me personally and although our focus is ultimately 
on the students in our care, we are all part of this 
mission and equally have a part to play in it. The NCC 
mission will continue and I look forward to seeing the 
impact that the College has on the Northern suburbs of 
Melbourne and to watch as its light grows ever brighter 
as the years go by.

Grace and Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
terrified because of them, for the LORD your 
God goes with you; he will never leave you 

nor forsake you. 
Deuteronomy 31:6

Remembrance Daypage 4
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Diary Dates
Wednesday 24th November:
Whole School Orientation Day

Thursday 25th November - 
Wednesday 1st December
Senior School Early 
Commencement

Friday 26th November:
Primary School Curriculum Day

Monday 29th November
Secondary Curriculum Day
Year 6 Graduation

Monday 29th November – 
Wednesday 1st December:
Year 3 and 4 Camp

Tuesday 30th November
Year 9 Graduation

Wednesday 1st December – 
Friday 3rd December:
Year 5 and 6 Camp

Wednesday 1st December:
Years 10 + 11 Term 4 Last Day
Prep and Year 1 – Life Education 
Incursion

Thursday 2nd December:
Years 3 and 4 – Life Education 
Incursion
Prep to Year 2 - Water Safety 
Swim Session at Yarra Swim 
School

Please note: These dates & events are 
subject to public health advice and 

epidemiological conditions.

2021 Term Dates
Term 4
Monday 4th October - 
Tuesday 7th December

Parents & Friends Prayer
If anyone would like to be 
involved in prayer for the 
College or has any prayer 

requests, please contact Jenny 
Masino on 0425 769 829.

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

PRIMARY CURRICULUM DAY
Please be reminded that there 
has been a change of date for the 
Primary Curriculum Day. There will 
be no classes running for Primary 
students on Friday 26th November. 
Secondary classes will be running as 
timetabled.
Camp Australia is available for full-
day care of Primary students on 
Friday 26th November. To book your 
child in for this service, please visit 
www.campaustralia.com.au or call 
1300 105 343.

FRIDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

EARLY BIRD SAVINGS 
Savings through Early Bird Payment in Full
We are delighted to offer parents the opportunity, for a limited time, to 
receive a 5% discount on the Tuition Fees component when Annual Tuition 
Fees and Levies are paid upfront in full.
This is an additional 2% discount over the normal annual upfront payment 
discount. This offer will expire on 15 December 2021.
Please call Reception on 03 9467 2499 or email accounts@ncc.vic.edu.au to 
confirm your Early Bird savings.

LIBRARY  NEWS
As we are coming to the end of the 
year, could I please ask everyone 
to check at home to see if you have 
any library books that need to be 
returned.
Due to Remote Learning in the 
middle of the year, a lot of our 
overdue books are from the first 
half of the year and may have been 
forgotten, or put in a safe place.
If you’re not sure if you have 
overdue books at home or have any 
questions, please contact either Mrs 
Marsh or Miss Rachel Skerry.
Overdue notices will be sent home 
in the next few days.
Thank you.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
Mr John Longley, Primary Teacher
On Thursday 11th November, Northside paused to 
commemorate Remembrance Day. The Secondary 
School Student Leaders and Mr Longley led a service 
for the College, which was broadcast to the classrooms 
and wider College community. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
children of God.’ 
Matthew 5:9

Celebrating Our Values 
Olivia (Prep N) - Thank you for 
showing the College value of 
Community by being kind and 
friendly to all and working hard 
in your learning.

Connor & Timothy (Year 10) - 
Thank you for demonstrating 
Perseverance and Service to 
the College community by 
coordinating the 3x3 basketball 
competition as Senior School 
House leaders. 

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal 
This semester, the College is recognising students who 
actively demonstrate the College’s Core Values by 
presenting certificates at our fortnightly assemblies. 
As part of our commitment to maintaining a positive 
learning environment, teachers are actively looking 
for students who exhibit acts of Hope, Faith, Love, 
Community, Service, Grace, Humility, Perseverance, and 
Integrity. We anticipate that by celebrating authentic 
expressions of our Core Values, we will create a greater 
awareness of our values within our College community 
and continue to develop a school culture with shared 
values. 
We congratulate our Term 4, Week 8 recipients of these 
awards and look forward to recognising many students 
in the months ahead.

“Three things will last 
forever—faith, hope, and 
love—and the greatest of 

these is love.”  
1 Corinthians 13:13
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Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal/Head of Secondary
This year, our Year 12 students once again participated 
in a graduation ceremony onsite at the College, with 
an online audience of family, students and staff. The 
Graduation Ceremony provided an opportunity to 
acknowledge the accomplishments of our graduating 
students and to farewell a resilient cohort of students.
Mr Higgins presented several perpetual awards at 
this ceremony, recognising the persistent endeavour, 
diligence, and achievement of excellence of this cohort 
of students. The awards celebrated academic, sporting, 
leadership, and creative achievements as well as 
Christian character. 
Thank you to the many staff who supported this event, 
including Mrs Lenna Waters, Mrs Maryann Stewart, Mr 
Michael Bond, Mr Damian Higgins, Mr Chris Gatt, Mr Pat 
Devine, Mr James Eynaud, Ms Angela Eynaud, Miss Annie 
Paterno and Mrs Margaret Furlong. 
Congratulations to our perpetual award recipients:

Principal’s Award - Leila
Excellence Award - Anthony
Perseverance Award - Luke
AMPOL All Rounder Award - Zoe
ADF Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Award - Leila
Defence Force STEM Motivation Award - Amelia

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2021
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INSPiRE
Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) 
Coordinator 

Genius of Jesus in Student Leadership 
Blessing Session
Each year Jared and I work with the Senior student 
leaders in training them and developing them as 
leaders in God’s kingdom. Our students  reflected at the 
end of this year on how much they have learned about 
Jesus and His heart and example of leadership: He is the 
ultimate example of a servant leader and He works in 
us with strength and humility. We looked theoretically 
and practically at the foundational tasks leaders have: 
knowing, serving and, when necessary, correcting those 
God has called us to lead and serve. It was a privilege 
to hear the students share their learning journeys as 
we celebrated the year of training with Mr Bond and Mr 
Higgins.

Kwong Lee Dow Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to Andee and Anelyse in Year 10 for 
being awarded Kwong Lee Dow Scholarships through 
the University of Melbourne. Students selected as 
Kwong Lee Dow Young Scholars will become part of 
a supportive University community and peer network 
through a tailored program of events and activities. 
The University will work with these students over the 
next two years to help these future leaders reach their 
potential. 
We apply for Kwong Lee Dow each year at Northside 
and encourage any current Year 9 student who 
is interested to consider applying in 2022. Further 
information can be found at https://study.unimelb.edu.
au/connect-with-us/programs-for-high-achievers/
kwong-lee-dow-young-scholars-program.

Ms Tina Montero, Enrolments Officer

Prep 2023
Norhside is currently accepting applications for Prep 2023. 
Families that have children due to commence Prep in 2023 
are encouraged to submit their enrolment applications this 
year. Enrolment applications are available at the College 
Reception and via our website.

Prep 2022
Applications for Prep 2022 have now closed and places have 
been filled. If any existing family has not submitted a Prep 
2022 application, please contact the Enrolments Officer at 
enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au. As Prep 2022 places have now been 
filled, existing families cannot be guaranteed a place for Prep 
next year.

ENROLLING IN PREP?

https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/programs-for-high-achievers/kwong-lee-dow-young-scholar
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/programs-for-high-achievers/kwong-lee-dow-young-scholar
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/connect-with-us/programs-for-high-achievers/kwong-lee-dow-young-scholar
mailto:enrol%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Prep%202022
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KITCHEN SKILLS
Mrs Roshel Ravida, Home Economics & Health Teacher
The Year 9 and 10 Food Studies elective students have 
been eagerly taking to the kitchen after nearly a term of 
online learning. Recently, they were tested on their knife 
and safety skills for an assessment task.

Mrs Lenna Waters, VCE Food Studies Teacher
VCE Food Studies students had an opportunity to 
create spinach and ricotta tortellini, making the pasta 
and filling from scratch.

COOKING PASTA
Kitchen Utensils image (c) httpspngtree.comsoKitchen’Kitchen png from pngtree.com

Kitchen tools images (c) httpspngtree.comsokitchen’kitchen png from pngtree.com
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MATHS ‘SHOPS’
Mr Chris Simmons, Director of Primary School
The Year 6 Mathematics class recently completed 
a practical task to review what they had learned in 
remote learning.
Some students played the role of shop keepers, selling 
different goods at discounted prices (% OFF), while other 
students needed to correctly work out how much a 
product cost to receive it.

FUN AT LATTITUDE
Ms Ellison Cook, Secondary School Teacher
On 17th November, the Year 7/8 Outdoor Education 
students were blessed with the opportunity to go on 
their first excursion for the semester to Latitude Air in 
Heidelberg. The students challenged themselves by 
attempting rope courses, trampolining feats and rock 
climbing. It was a wonderful day out of the school grounds 
and a reminder of what it’s like to be out and about with 
classmates after months of lockdowns. The students 
behaved as Northside students do - impeccably! - and 
contributed to an overall awesome day. We can’t wait 
to get back out to more learning experiences in the new 
year!



2021 Term 4 Issue 4

9

CHAPPY CHAT ~ Count Your Blessings
Mr Jared Stocks, College Chaplain

When I was a young lad, I attended 
the Kings Meadows Salvation 
Army, in Launceston Tasmania. I 
have many memories that flash 

back, like rummaging through 
Grandma’s handbag looking for 

her chocolate eclairs and the finger 
puppets, playing cornet in the band and wearing a 
uniform to Church.
One of my favourite memories was the times when the 
officer (pastor) would ask people to request a favourite 
chorus to sing. There were some real golden oldie 
favourites like, “He is the King of Kings,” “It’s no longer I 

that liveth,” and “Joy is the Flag.” 
One song, that was more often sung 
in its entirety was a song called, 
“Count Your Blessings.” The lyrics to 
song no. 396 in the Salvation Army 
Songbook are as follows:
Count your blessings, name them 
one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God 
hath done.
Count your blessings, name them 
one by one,
And it will surprise you what the 
Lord hath done. 
(Written by Johnson Oatman).
Let’s be honest, the last couple of 

years haven’t always felt like a blessing. But, as these 
lyrics encourage us, it’s important to count the blessings 

we do have. The Bible reminds us:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places. ~ Ephesians 1:3 (ESV)
When I look back at the key moments in my life, I can 
see God at work, often behind the scenes, making a way 
where there seemed to be no way (Isaiah 43:19), ordering 
my steps (Pslam 37:23), 
taking care of me and my 
family (Isaiah 41:10) and 
blessing me abundantly 
(Ephesians 1:3).
I invite you to grab 
some paper and write 
down all the blessings 
in your life. Freedom, 
hope, shelter, God’s 
provision, family, health, 
opportunities and grace, 
just to give you some 
ideas. Be specific, don’t 
generalise. For example, 
don’t just write the 
word “Provision,” but ask 
yourself, “In what ways has God provided? Write them 
all down. I imagine you’ll fill a page or two if you really 
stop and count your blessings. I pray that it will surprise 
you what the Lord has done in your life.
Blessings

Jared Stocks

Cambodia Mission Fundraiser
You will all agree that 2021 has been a challenging year! Sadly, due to 
lockdowns and restrictions, we could not run our annual mission fundraiser 
or plan an overseas mission trip. As a result, we have not raised any funds 
for the Cambodian school that Northside Christian College supports 
financially.
We are putting the call out for anyone who is interested in making a 
donation towards the Cambodia Mission Project (flyer on page 11). Donations 
will be gladly received for this very important mission project:
BSB: 013 243 
Account: 833 020 276 
Account Name: Northside Christian College   
Reference: Cambodia Mission Donation
Thank you in advance.
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Ms Olivia Natoli, Prep Teacher
On Monday 8th November, Northside welcomed the 
2022 Preps for the first time. The Kinder-Preps had a 
chance to become acquainted with the playground 
while Mrs Cheah, Mrs Claassens and Ms Natoli mingled 
with their parents. After a little play they came into the 
classroom for a story with their teachers. Each Prep went 
home with a mini pet to keep. The 2022 Prep cohort had 
a great start to school life! 

WELCOME OUR 2022 PREPS!

Second Hand Uniforms
College families have the opportunity to sell their second hand 

uniforms directly to other families via the Facebook group  
NCC Second Hand Uniforms and Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell.  

Please ensure you read the group rules; only NCC uniforms and 
textbooks may be sold in this group. NCC provides the platform for 

the sale of second hand NCC uniforms and textbooks, but these sales 
and purchases are directly between families, not with NCC.

FLAT STANLEY
Mrs Sharon Halden, Primary Teacher
This Term, Year 2L participated in a 
‘Flat Stanley’ project. Flat Stanley is a 
story about a boy who accidently gets 
flattened. When his parents mail him 
to California, he goes on an adventure 
learning about new and exciting places. 

A school in Madison, Ohio, mailed us Flat 
Stanley. He visited our class and then we wrote letters 
to the Year 2 students in America about what life is like 
in Melbourne, Australia. We pretended he met a koala in 
the tree in our playground. We took photos with Stanley 
and mailed our letters with a book about a koala back 
to the kids in Ohio. It was so much fun! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
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