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For the Lord is good; His loving 
kindness is everlasting and His 
faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm 100:5
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Well. I guess this is the moment for me to say farewell 
to you all. The Northside Christian College Community 
experience for me has been deeply satisfying and 
wonderfully inspiring. It has been an absolute privilege 
to walk with you through these last 4 years. From the 
moment I first set foot on the College grounds, I sensed 
a strong family atmosphere in every area I visited. 
From families gathering in the yard at the end of the 
school day, to teacher interactions with students both 
in and out of classrooms. It was clear that God had 
formed, and was continuing to form, a community that 
had strong connections based on the love of Jesus 
Christ.
Although I will be leaving Northside to take on a new 
challenge at Heatherton and Wyndham Christian 
Colleges next year, my intention is to establish and 
maintain strong connections between my own new 
College communities and the Northside community 
that now has a permanent place in my heart.
Christian Education has an incredibly important part 
to play in our society as a whole. More and more 
parents are seeking an educational environment for 

their children that does more than just 
teach them the basics and prepare them for work or 
tertiary education. Parents are looking for safe places 
for their children to grow into young men and women 
who have firm foundations based on strong values. 
Furthermore, they are looking for their children to find a 
strong purpose and meaningful narrative in their lives, 
which will guide them into a future where they can 
flourish and influence others around them.
By strengthening the network of Christian schools 
across Australia, I believe we will see more of Christ 
in our world. Every member of our community of 
parents, children, educators and administrators has 
an important part to play in this. The world needs the 
love of Jesus Christ right now and we are all part of the 
body of Christ that brings that love to everyone we 
meet.
May God continue to mightily bless Northside Christian 
College in the years to come and may the grace of 
the lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Grace and Peace

Welcome!
Mr Damian Higgins, Principal 2018-2021

Congratulations
to our Primary Award Winners
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2022 Term Dates
Term 1
Friday 28th January: Prep, Years 7, 
10, 11 & 12 commence
Monday 31st January: Remaining 
year levels commence
Thursday 7th April: Term 1 ends

Term 2
Tuesday 26th April - Friday 24th 
June

Term 3
Wednesday 13th July - Thursday 
15th September

Term 4
Monday 3rd October - Tuesday 
6th December

Library Update
Overdue notices have been sent 
home but there are quite a number 
of outstanding loans still to be 
returned.
It would be appreciated if 
Library books could be returned 
immediately as invoices will be sent 
home in the next few days.
If you have any queries please 
contact Mrs Marsh or Miss Rachel 
Skerry: cmarsh@ncc.vic.edu.au or 
rskerry@ncc.vic.edu.au 
Thank you.

Second Hand Uniforms
College families have the opportunity 

to sell their second hand uniforms 
directly to other families via the 

Facebook group  
NCC Second Hand Uniforms and 

Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell.  
Please ensure you read the group 

rules; only NCC uniforms and 
textbooks may be sold in this group. 
NCC provides the platform for the 
sale of second hand NCC uniforms 
and textbooks, but these sales and 

purchases are directly between 
families, not with NCC.

Yearbook

2021 Yearbook 
Coming Soon!
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2022 Calendar

2022 Northside Christian College 
Calendar Available January 2022!

mailto:cmarsh%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Library%20Enquiry
mailto:rskerry%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Library%20Enquiry
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802
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Swimming Fun Day
Mrs Anna Venegas, 
The Prep to Year 2 students recently enjoyed a Swim 
Safe session at the Yarra Swim School. Students 
participated in life saving and water safety rotations, 
stroke development and fun water play with their 
peers. The children were all smiles. Olivia in Prep N 
summarised the students’ excitement when she said, 
‘This is our dream come true’.

Celebrating Our Values 
Samuel (Year 2L) - Thank you 
for showing the College value 
of Service by being the first to 
serve others cleaning up at the 
Year 2 sleepover and helping 
others without being asked.

Aiwei (Year 4K) - Thank you 
for demonstrating the College 
value of Love in helping younger 
students throughout the day 
by taking an interest in them, 
listening to their stories and 
spending time with them.. 

Mr Michael Bond, Deputy Principal 
This semester, the College is recognising students who 
actively demonstrate the College’s Core Values by 
presenting certificates at our fortnightly assemblies. 
As part of our commitment to maintaining a positive 
learning environment, teachers are actively looking 
for students who exhibit acts of Hope, Faith, Love, 
Community, Service, Grace, Humility, Perseverance, and 
Integrity. We anticipate that by celebrating authentic 
expressions of our Core Values, we will create a greater 
awareness of our values within our College community 
and continue to develop a school culture with shared 
values. 
We congratulate our Term 4, Week 8 recipients of these 
awards and look forward to recognising many students 
in the months ahead.

“Three things will last 
forever—faith, hope, and 
love—and the greatest of 

these is love.”  
1 Corinthians 13:13

Reuben (Year 7G) - Thank you 
for demonstrating the College 
value of Integrity by always 
demonstrating integrity in your 
work and in your relationship 
with others.
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Mr John Longley, Primary Teacher
The Year 3/4 students had a wonderful time at the 
Burnside Camp in Anglesea! It was a beautiful bushland 
location just a short walk from the beach. The students 
challenged themselves with exciting activities such as 
the Climbing Wall, Low Ropes Course, Bush Cooking, 
Flying Fox, Orienteering and Archery! It was wonderful 
to enjoy time in fellowship together and remember that 
God is with us all the time and has the ability to calm the 
storms in our lives. 

Psalm 89:9 You rule over the surging sea; when its 
waves mount up, you still them.

YEAR 3/4 CAMP

RETURN TO  
PRICIPAL’S WELCOME
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INSPiRE ~ Exploring the Brain
Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) 
Coordinator 

Finishing off the year in INSPiRE 
As the last official INSPiRE activity for 2021, a group of 
students from Years 5-9 were privileged to attend a very 
special masterclass run by Mr Higgins’ son, Nathan, who 
is studying his PhD in Neuroethics at Monash University. 
The masterclass was on Neuroscience: the study of the 
brain and all sorts of related areas. Our students got to 
listen to Nathan teaching and sharing with them all sorts 
of fascinating facts about the brain, as well as pondering 
the ethics of emerging technologies related to neural 
activity. The Kahoots quizzes to revise the content were 
a highlight, and the students were given the opportunity 
to design their own neuroscientific innovation to create 
new possibilities for the future! It was a very engaging 
masterclass, and we hope to invite Nathan back to do 

more interesting work with our students in the future. 
Overall, we have had an extremely busy and productive 
year in the INSPiRE program. I am so proud of all of our 
students who have taken risks, learned new things, 
worked hard to grow and found a way to take a step 
towards living out what God has put them on our earth 
for. It is such a privilege to work with our students and 
families, and I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday, 
and a Merry Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus. 

Ms Tina Montero, Enrolments Officer

Prep 2023
Norhside is currently accepting applications for Prep 2023. 
Families that have children due to commence Prep in 2023 
are encouraged to submit their enrolment applications this 
year. Enrolment applications are available at the College 
Reception and via our website.

Prep 2022
Applications for Prep 2022 have now closed and places have 
been filled. If any existing family has not submitted a Prep 
2022 application, please contact the Enrolments Officer at 
enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au. As Prep 2022 places have now been 
filled, existing families cannot be guaranteed a place for Prep 
next year.

ENROLLING IN PREP?

mailto:enrol%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Prep%202022
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YEAR 5/6 CAMP
Ms Anthea Georgiou, Primary Teacher
The Year 5/6 students were at the YMCA Mt Evelyn 
Recreational Camp from Wednesday 1st to Friday 3rd 
December. Students got involved in lots of fun activities, 
encouraging teamwork, problem solving and challenge 
by choice. Students overcame their fears through the 
high ropes course, crate stack and giant swing. They 
learned about native Australian animals and built 
stronger bonds through initiative games. We are all very 
grateful for being able to finish off the year with such an 
amazing camp. 

Mrs Lenna Waters, Director of Senior School Learning
Every year, our Year 10 students are given the 
opportunity to complete a number of industry 
certificates, including First Aid, Food Safety Handler and 
Barista Training. These qualifications put them in good 
stead for finding part time work as they enter their final 
years of schooling.

YEAR 10 FIRST AID CERTIFICATES
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Mrs Amy Horneman, INSPiRE (Talent Development) 
Coordinator
Monday 6th December was a day full of buzzing 
students and robots, as our Year 7 and 8 students had 
the opportunity to take part in masterclasses with 
expert robotics educator, Allen Dickson. Allen took the 
students through basic understandings of how robots 
work and gave them the tools and opportunities to play 
with coding the Dash robots using Dash and Lego WeDo 
technologies. It was a lot of fun to see the students 
learning basic programing tricks before engaging their 
robots in Lego battles at the finale of each session. 
Allen has been shortlisted into the top 10 finalists for the 
national Lego robotics educator awards this year, and 
our students are extremely privileged to have had him 
working with them for the day. We look forward to more 
exciting opportunities for our students to get involved in 
robotics education in 2022.

INSPiRE ~ Robotics Classes

Tabloid Sports Athletics Carnival
Prep - Year 2 students enjoyed a day of fun for the 
Tabloid Sports Athletics Carnival on Monday 6th 
December. Thank you to Mrs Anna Venegas and her 
Team for organising this event, and congratulations to all 
our winners!
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YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Mrs Gillian McDonnell, Primary Teacher
Year 6 Graduation is an event that students look 
forward to from the first day of school!  Despite various 
setbacks due to - well you know what! - we pushed 
through with dance rehearsals in the mornings and 
working on scrapbooks in any spare time we had, until, 
finally, the day arrived. Girls were all acrylic-nailed, boys 
were fancy in three-piece suits and teachers went to 
a bit more effort than usual! The Middle School building 
was transformed to a formal ceremony space with the 
famous massive shiny ‘6’, about a million fairy lights, a 
beautiful balloon arch and fabulous flowers. The students 
shone like the young bright stars that they are.  A lovely 
ceremony was enjoyed by all. After the formal part was 
over, the ‘casual’ craziness began. A chicken and chips 
dinner, hanging out with basketballs and big games of 
outdoor laser tag rounded off a brilliant evening that we 
will be sure to remember for years to come.

Extract from Angus’s Primary 
Captain Speech
I am so grateful that I could be 
the Primary School Captain 
this year to support not only 
the Year 6 students but all the 
Primary students through this 
challenging year. ...
I speak on behalf of my fellow 
Year 6 students that we are 
all grateful that we can come 
here today and celebrate 
our graduation ... We owe all 
the teachers and our parents 
a great deal of thanks for 
supporting us through our 
Primary School years. ...
The biggest challenge we had in 
our Primary School years was 
to learn a different method of 
learning, which was remote 
learning at home. The best thing 
about our Primary School years 
was making so many friends 
and becoming knowledgeable 
in various subjects. ...
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CHRISTMAS, HOPE & WELLBEING
Mrs Heather Cootee, Head of Wellbeing
As we finish the school year I am amazed at what we all 
have achieved, learned and endured during 2021. I am 
filled with joy with the prospect that Christmas is now 
around the corner. As we head into the festive season, 
I have been reflecting on the Christmas story, and its 
overriding message of hope. Light shines brightest in 
darkness. Baby Jesus arrived on earth when it was night 
time. “O Holy Night” articulates this wonderfully. He 
entered our lives in darkness to guide us towards love. 
Through the message of hope and the demonstration of 
how to overcome shadows and blackness, Christmas 
teaches us that even when things seem dark, we 
can trust in the greatest gift, our forever light. What 
wonderful hope this is.
From a Wellbeing perspective, we can have all the 
strategies in the world to ‘enhance our Wellbeing’ but 
if we do not feel there is a reason to draw on them, 
why would we bother? I recently had the privilege of 
presenting a Wellbeing session to the new Year 11 and 12 
cohort. The session began with the telling of how hope and 
wellbeing intertwine and how vital hope is to enhance 
our lives. In our College’s Wellbeing space, through hope, 
Christ can and does reveal himself. Hope provides the 
reason to keep moving towards something we want 
to obtain. Wellbeing initiatives provide the vehicle or 
the ‘how’, but hope provides the want to persevere. 
This is why hope is part of the everyday language of 
your Wellbeing Department. With every interaction or 
session delivered to our young people, we intentionally 
hone in on their understanding of hope and reiterate its 
importance. Hope comes as a result of nurturing. Just 
as a mustard-seed-sized amount of faith is enough for 

faith to grow, we aim to give the gift of hope, even if it is 
just a glimmer. A glimmer is more than enough. Johann 
Wolfgang von Goethe said: 

“Treat a man as he appears to be and you make him 
worse. But, treat a man as if he already were what 
he potentially could be, and you make him what he 
should be.” 

Hope may be the greatest gift you can give this 
Christmas. It may be the reason our young people keep 
trying to reach their full potential in the future. 
Wishing you all a happy and hope-filled Christmas, from 
your Wellbeing Team.
Please refer to the following contact numbers if required while the 
Wellbeing Team take a break:
Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800
Headspace Greensborough: (03) 9433 7200 or 1800 650 890
Emergency: Call 000
For practical tips over the holidays, please go to:
headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/keeping-healthy-over-the-
holidays/

Cambodia Mission Fundraiser
You will all agree that 2021 has been a challenging year! Sadly, due to 
lockdowns and restrictions, we could not run our annual mission fundraiser 
or plan an overseas mission trip. As a result, we have not raised any funds 
for the Cambodian school that Northside Christian College supports 
financially.
We are putting the call out for anyone who is interested in making 
a donation towards the Cambodia Mission Project (flyer on page 13). 
Donations will be gladly received for this very important mission project:
BSB: 013 243 
Account: 833 020 276 
Account Name: Northside Christian College   
Reference: Cambodia Mission Donation
Thank you in advance.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Samaritan’s Purse ‘We Can Read,  
We Can Write’ project is changing the 
lives of Cambodian children through 
vastly improved literacy and numeracy 
programs. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educating children is a positive step 
towards reducing poverty. Good 
standards of education will build 
capacity for communities in Cambodia 
to support themselves for the future.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ‘We Can Read, We Can Write’ project 
targets schools where teachers have not 
received any formal training. Your 
donation will help provide professional 
training for teachers and school leaders, 
as well as equip classrooms with up-to-
date learning resources. 
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Ms Teresa Connelly, Geography Teacher
Both Joshua (Year 10) and Noah (Year 9) were 
individual recipients of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) award for their efforts in their 
Geography lessons this semester. The UN’s SDG program 
is now in its 3rd decade. There are 17 goals in the SDG 
program, and they form the blueprint to “achieve a better 
and more sustainable future for all”(UN SDG website).  
They also provide a positive focus for our studies in 
Geography, where we are often dealing with some of 
the more concerning global scale social and ecological 
challenges of our times. The 17 goals cover areas such 
as poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental 
degradation, peace and justice. The 193 nation states 
constituting the UN are all signatories to the program, 
and since 2000, have developed increasingly rigorous 
processes for measuring, monitoring and reporting on 
the progress each nation state is making in achieving 
the 17 goals, including the extent to which each state 
affects the ability of other nations to meet their goals; 
in class there’s a lot of data to interpret and analyse! 
The design of the award represents the themes of each 
of the 17 goals.  Both Noah and Joshua have received 

these awards in recognition of not only the work they 
have contributed to studies on the topic of the UN’s SDG 
in Geography lessons, but also in recognition of their 
consistency, and persistence, in attending online lessons 
during the Remote Learning Program this semester. 
It is positive qualities such as these, consistency and 
persistence, that are required from all global citizens as 
we work in partnership towards the common goals of 
equality, peace, justice and environmental wellbeing at 
the global scale. 

AWARDING EXCELLENCE

Early Bird Savings
Savings through Early Bird Payment in Full
We are delighted to offer parents the opportunity, for 
a limited time, to receive a 5% discount on the Tuition 
Fees component when Annual Tuition Fees and Levies 
are paid upfront in full.
This is an additional 2% discount over the normal 
annual upfront payment discount. This offer will 
expire on 15 December 2021.
Please call Reception on 03 9467 2499 or email 
accounts@ncc.vic.edu.au to confirm your Early Bird 
savings.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/12/sustainable-development-goals-kick-off-with-start-of-new-year/

mailto:accounts%40ncc.vic.edu.au?subject=Early%20Bird%20Payment
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/12/sustainable-development-goals-kick-off-with-s
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This term, Year 9 students have been focussing on 
Earth and Space Science, in particular, volcanoes 
and earthquakes. The 9G class recently applied their 
knowledge to create a stable structure that could 
withstand the highest earthquake magnitudes.

Michelle, Year 9
We applied our learning of how to create an earthquake 
resistant building by competing to make the tallest and 
most stable building using spaghetti, marshmallows and 
glue tack. The pressure was real as each group used 
their creativity to stick the dry spaghetti sticks together 
with marshmallows to make a structure that could at 
least stand. After 45 minutes of frantic building, Who will 
win? was the question running through all the students’ 
minds as they anxiously brought their creations to the 

front desk where Mrs Varghese stood waiting with 
a tub containing marbles to recreate an earthquake 
simulation. My group’s tower was the first to try the 
simulation; as Mrs Varghese shook the tub, our structure  
initially stood strong at 69cm but then, suddenly, the 
top collapsed, leaving our building destroyed at just 
23cm. Some students were shocked at how well their 
structures held up, while others laughed at how quickly 
theirs collapsed.
Following the mixed results of the first activity, the class 
decided to learn from their building mistakes and held 
one more competition of Girls versus Boys. Applying 
new ideas and joint creativity, both teams created 
excellent towers but, in the end, the Boys team walked 
away with the satisfaction of winning.

EARTHQUAKE RESISTANT BUILDINGS

TOWER CHALLENGE
Year 5/6 students also had an opportunity to build 
towers from spaghetti and marshmallows. Thank you to 
Mrs Reena Thomas for organising this challenge!
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